LAKE EMMA TOWNSHIIP WATERCRAFT INSPECTION SUMMARY REPORT

The goal of the Minnesota DNR’s watercraft inspection program is to reduce the spread of invasive species into and around the state.  To accomplish this goal they complete at least 10,000 hours of watercraft inspections each year, work with citizen groups and educate the public. The DNR has also created a grant program to allow citizen groups to increase the watercraft inspections in local areas.

Hubbard COLA received an AIS prevention grant in 2009 for 500 hours of inspection time for Lake Emma Township lake access points. Funding was shared equally by the DNR and Hubbard COLA. The COLA funding was provided by Lake Emma Township ($1000), Zorbaz Restaurant, and several lake associations in Lake Emma Township. A total of $3000 was contributed to equally match the DNR contribution.

The inspection process consists of a six-question survey that ensures that boaters are aware of the issues surrounding invasive species, and an inspection of the watercraft.   Inspections focus on boater knowledge and behavior, with information given on how to prevent the spread of invasive species. 

Inspection Results:
The DNR Invasive Species Unit has provided a final report. The data in the report is based on inspections at Lake Emma Township lake accesses (9), with Mantrap Lake data also included for reference.
In summary, 489.5 inspections hours were provided, with 469 watercraft inspections conducted at the 9 public accesses in Lake Emma Twp.  Based on 150 launch site visits including Mantrap lake, Twenty one (21) cases of vegetation were intercepted at the time of boater inspection; one believed to possibly be Eurasian watermilfoil.  37 inspections revealed that the watercraft had come from an infested waterbody, 12 of these waterbodies were infested with zebra mussels.  13.4% (71) of the watercraft inspected (including Mantrap Lake) came from other states; 60 of these were from states known to have Zebra mussels present. As part of the inspection process, an inspection decal with the current year is assigned to the watercraft.  This year, 64% of the inspections identified boaters that had not participated in a watercraft inspection before 2009. This is an important audience to be contacted.

The project was very successful in providing data, intercepting potential infestations, and reaching boaters that had not participated in the watercraft inspection process before 2009.  

COLA intends to expand this initiative in 2010.

Table 1. Lake Emma Township Summary of Inspections in 2009 (Mantrap included for reference)
	Access Name
	Number of

Boaters/Inspections
	Enter/Exit/Unknown
	Insp.

Hours
	Insp. per

Hour

	Big Sand Lake
	165
	102/56/7
	147.5
	1.11

	Little Sand Lake
	49
	29/15/5
	72.75
	0.67

	Emma Lake
	2
	0/2/0
	14
	0.14

	Potato Lake - North
	100
	53/43/4
	63.5
	1.57

	Potato Lake -West
	105
	65/34/6
	75.25
	1.39

	Ojibway Lake
	4
	3/1/0
	9.75
	0.41

	Blue Lake
	17
	11/6/0
	46.25
	0.36

	Pickerel Lake
	10
	6/3/1
	17.5
	0.57

	Upper Bottle Lake
	17
	15/1/1
	43
	0.39

	Totals – Lake Emma Twp
	469
	-------
	489.5
	-------

	Mantrap Lake (Ref.)
	58
	31/25/2
	24.75
	2.34


