LAKE EMMA TOWNSHIP HEALTHY LAKES PARTNERSHIP GRANT PROGRAM
www.lakeemmatwp.com 

Lake Emma Township Supervisors have acknowledged that the quality of the lakes & streams in Lake Emma Township are fundamentally important to the future of our area.  The township officials recognize that Lake Emma Township:
· Has the largest number of major lakes in Hubbard County.

· Receives most of its real estate tax revenue from lakeshore property.

· Lake shore property values relate directly to water quality (Dr. Pat Welle, BSU).

· Lakes face a number of challenges including the threat of aquatic invasive species, water quality issues, loss of natural shorelines, shoreline stabilization and storm water run-off issues.  

At the Lake Emma Township Annual Meeting in 2009, township residents proposed that the township board consider a Healthy Lakes Partnership grant program that would focus on lake protection and shoreland restoration projects that would take place in 2010.  Consequently, the township has undertaken a new program to fund Healthy Lakes Partnership grants to lake associations in Lake Emma Township.  As leaders in conservation, Lake Emma Township will strive to be a progressive example for other townships in Hubbard County.
“Working Together to Protect Lake Emma Township’s Lakes & Streams

Lake Emma Township is pleased to offer Lake Associations within Lake Emma Township the opportunity for Healthy Lakes Partnership grants for Lake and Stream protection or lakeshore restoration projects that will take place in 2010.  The Healthy Lakes Partnership Grant program aims to provide funding for citizen-led lake & river improvement projects within the township including, but not limited to:   

· Shoreland habitat improvement projects

· Shoreland restoration projects

· Inventorying and assessment projects

· AIS prevention projects

· Outreach and education projects benefitting lake health.  

Project Guidelines

Lake Emma Township Healthy Lakes Partnership Grants are available only to organizations such as lake associations & conservation groups within Lake Emma Township or lakes that touch Lake Emma Township.

Application must be submitted to the Advisory Board by March 1, 2010.  Grant applications will be evaluated & approved by April 6, 2010.  Any funds not dispersed after the first round of applications can be applied for prior to June 1st of the same year.  
Applicant must obtain necessary permits, insurance and licenses.

Project must demonstrate a natural resource benefit to Lake Emma Township.  

Available Funds:  $5000 has been funded for the Healthy Lakes Partnership Grant program in 2010.  Amount requested must be matched 100:50.  For every $1.00 contributed by Lake Emma Township, applicant must match $.50 toward the project.  Matches can be comprised of volunteer labor, in-kind services, donated materials, and/or cash.  In-kind match of labor/volunteers can be estimated at $12.00 per hour for unskilled activities

Applications will be reviewed by the advisory board and resource professionals who will make recommendations for funding to the township board.  The review team would consist of the advisory board and resource specialists Doug Kingsley, DNR Fisheries and Shane Foley, Hubbard County SWCD.  

Grants awarded will be determined by the number of qualifying applicants and amount requested.  Grant recipients will be announced after April 6, 2010.  Requested funds must be spent in the year requested, unless a pre-approved extension is granted.  
Eligible projects include, but are not limited to restoration of critical shoreline habitat, buffer strips, rain gardens, shoreline erosion, redirect storm water run-off, AIS prevention, vegetation mapping & education strategies in cooperation with shoreline restoration projects.

Eligible projects can be used as a local match for Clean Water Legacy Amendment grants.  

Ineligible projects include water quality monitoring, rip rap, weed harvesters, fish stocking, septic upgrades, and land/conservation easements.

Project Evaluation:  Eligible projects will be evaluated for funding using the following criteria:

· Project work plan, documentable expenses and realistic timeline for completion

· Approval from regulatory agency and/or consultation with recommended experts (when needed).

· Coordination with local water plan task force

· Evidence of diverse, local/community based partnerships & support.

· Utilization of site as demonstration model & educational value.

· Long-term maintenance plan (where applicable)

· Benefit to Lake Emma Township

At the conclusion of the project, a final summary report on accomplishments, costs and benefits should be submitted to the township board.  Bills or receipts are to be submitted to township board for payment at completion of project.
Lake Emma Township contact information:

Rod Westrum, Township Chair, 732-9527; rcwestrum@unitelc.com 

Nancy Bogaard, Township Clerk, 732-5617; nbogaard@hughes.net 

Jeff Adolphson, Township Supervisor, 732-1527; jeff.adolphson@co.wadena.mn.us
Roberta Doyle, Township Supervisor, 732-8898
Mavis Trenholm, Township Treasurer, 26367 Inward Loop, Park Rapids, MN
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